stood by the technically trained reader in matters like these, the author would have had to expand considerably his middle chapters on the mechanism of evolution; but they are already difficult enough for the general reader, who has no illustrations to guide him. The order of dissection is slightly different from that which is often adopted; however, the subdivision of each course of dissection into a series of separate sections facilitates alteration to suit local requirements.
Hints on the art of dissecting contained in the introduction are poignant. Subjects for preliminary and supplementary study are indicated at frequent intervals for amplification of the dissecting-laboratory studies. Deliverance from the awkward and oftimes burdensome descriptive language used in textbooks of anatomy is admirably achieved. Hookworm infestation is widespread in Szechwan, but heavy infections leading to marked impairment of health are concentrated in the hilly regions. This is curious at first sight, since human feces, the source of the infection, are used as a fertilizer throughout the province. It is in these hilly regions, however, that agricultural practice is such as to provide excellent conditions for infection. Corn is planted in the late spring and heavily manured with "night soil," usually several times. Then, two to four weeks later, after a heavy rain, sweet potato vines are set out by hand between the rows of corn. The weather is warm, the fields muddy, the farmers barefoot and barehanded-all conditions favorable to the development and activity of larvae and their intimate contact with the skin. As a result, from 75-99.5%o of the population is infected in such corn-sweet potato districts, with average egg counts of 3,000 or more per cc. of feces and frequent clinical cases of "hookworm disease."
The reader cannot fail to be struck by the relativity of the concept "healthy." In the areas of Szechwan investigated, hemoglobin values for "normal" individuals were 50-60%;o (Sahli Hellige) ; again, in other regions where only 65 to 75%c of the population was infected with hookworm, the infestation was considered of minor importance and scarcely a problem at present.
There is much clinical and epidemiological data which cannot be adequately summarized. The This text was designed to provide for "beginning students of professional psychology, as well as . . . those in the allied fields of medicine, nursing, occupational therapy, and social work . . . an uip-to-date introduction to psychodiagnosis that could be read in a short time and understood without extensive background." This objective is very well met.
Following an introductory discussion of the role of the clinical psychologist, 155 pages are devoted to descriptions of available materials and how they are used. For each test described, the actual records obtained from a variety of cases are individually presented and interpreted. Several of each of the following are described: tests of intelligence, measures of intellectual impairment, vocational and aptitude tests, personality questionnaires, and the projective methods.
In a separate section, Part III, the author demonstrates how a comprehensive picture of the various aspects of an individual's functioning is obtained by integrating the findings from the data available from previously described tests. In Part IV a variety of case material is presented. This further illustrates how each of the procedures is specifically useful in one or more areas and, at the same time, how it contributes to an understanding of general functioning. How the particular battery of tests applicable in any one case is determined by the presenting problem, by the need for additional information in an obscure area, or by the need for confirmatory evidence for a tentative hypothesis is illustrated in the case materials presented.
The brief closing section of the book deals with "Psychodiagnosis as an Art." Here the author, who views both psychodiagnosis and psychotherapy as "distinctly matters of art as much as of science," takes issue with the assumption that understanding of the individual will in any way be aided by an understanding of the general laws of behavior and predicates the liaison of the clinician and the academic psychologist upon the reorientation of the latter from his emphasis on behavior in the abstract to a study of the individual as the unit and focus of investigation. While earlier interests of the "academic psychologist" have done much to foster a view such as that expressed by Rosenweig, more recent systematic behavior interests and studies yield many hypotheses applicable to the understanding of psychodynamics, and thus, of the individual.
While such errors of omission and commission as are found in the book may lead the uninitiated reader to some erroneous conclusions, these errors are minor compared to the positive contributions contained in the material presented. For the audience to whom the book is directed, it has much to offer.
-ANNE M. RITTER
